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Reflections on Some Weeks in Indonesia, June 1969. 


1. Does one bring back from travels only what one has taken 
to them? 


I do not think so. The mind -- if it works otherwise -- 
continues to work. Performs, it is true, in a daily sense 
less well than at home. Because the traveller does not sleep 
as well, is not as rested, is not as working-day effective. 
But performs, in other than the day's output, sometimes better 
sometimes with a productivity of a rarer kind. Because the 
routine inhibitors of imagining and hypothesising are, a little, 
set aside. And the novelty which comes to eye and ear may then 
open the door for new thought -- if the mind there is ready 
stored and reaching to form such thought 


2. What then do I find, one week after returning to Washington 
of pressing and dominant thoughts -- new or old? 


Two. One about the United States. One about the "less- 
developed". 


The one: How trivial the politico-social conflict in the 
US! How boring Mr. Nixon and Mr. Long. And also how trifling 
the student pretended-radicals and the black power pretended- 
militants. Win or lose ~~ and it is not possible that their 
victory should be other than limited -- little will have happened 
when all their noise and smoke has passed away. How like these 
opponents are to one another! How small the moral-social dif- 
ferences for which they stand 





The second: The economic "development" of the poorest coun- 
tries must be understood solely as a provision of means. It is 
illusion that, by such provision, one will influence importantly 
the quality of the ends to which these means are put. Pure il- 
lusion that one will thereby reduce politico-social conflict. 

On the contrary, as man ceases to be a hungry animal, as he lifts 
his head from an unrewarding earth, he will find more alternative 
ways of life to contend over. Honor to human contention! And the 
development of decent, productive ways of contending is a moral- 
political task, in which Greeks do not fail because they are poor 
or Nazis succeed because they are rich. Respect for those who 
are assiduous to find means for man's estate! But peace does 

not come from Midas or wisdom from Montreal. 


Well, did I know these same things before I went? Of course 
But today maybe they are a little sharper, and perhaps a shade 
differently nuanced. 


3. As previously, I find Indonesians attractive people. I feel 
that I communicate with them more successfully than with most 
people from whom I am separated by much of cultural tradition 
and some of personal experience. I do not sense that the Indo- 
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nesians with whom I have had contact have a tithe of the aggressive 
defensiveness so painful in most Indians and formerly (before they 
were so acknowledgedly successful in the world) strong also in 
many educated Japanese. A sagacious Frenchman said to me, in 
Djakarta, that Indonesians are characteristically more matter- 
of-factly communicative also than French people or Americans, 

As I was quick to recognize the probable correctness of what 

he asserted of his own countrymen, I was led to reflect that 

he might also be right about mine. 


To my eyes, Indonesia has a goodly quota of handsome men 
and beautiful women -- most strikingly, to my vision, the latter 
This makes life easier. Nothing gains by coming in an ugly sack. 


In this appreciation of Indonesian beauty, I however separate 
myself from the Bali cult. Bali -- except partly in the dance -- 
rather chills me, On first contact, I thought I saw in Bali an 
astounding gulf between abundant craftsman's skills and meagre 
artistic impulse. I felt disturbed, almost frightened. How much 
that initial disturbance was subsequently deepened by reading 
Bateson and Mead on Balinese culture, I can no longer disentangle. 


I had two name episodes in Indonesia, In both, I was asked 
whether my name was not originally German. No, I said, not German 
but Jewish; I am a Jew, In neither case was there a direct res- 
ponse. But, was it mere imagining that my Indonesian hosts then 
exerted themselves to be even more gracious than before? 





4. I do not think of Indonesians much as participants in a 
world contest. Between authoritarian governments and govern- 
ments of liberties. Or between Communist economies and economies 
of multiple enterprises. Or between Them and Us. 


An able European lectured me in Djakarta -- in the swift, 
clear manner of one who has given this speech before -- on how 
important Indonesia is to the world forces of good. He enumerated 
four grounds: islands; regionalism; pre-emption; Christianity and 
Islam. How neatly he put each of them! 


Islands? Geopolitics. Islands and lands by the sea, he ex- 
plained: these determine human history. (Not now Mackinder's 
heartland!) And especially islands near the Straits of Malacca, 
controlling the passage to the Pacific of the oil of the Middle 
East -- and of so much more! 


For myself, I think Geopolitics the most imbecile of politics. 
I would not weigh Germany much less if she were as landlocked as 
Czechoslovakia. And alas, in their time, the Straits of Malacca 
saved neither the Dutch, the British, nor the Japanese. A good 
harbor is the place for a good steel mill -- for him who knows how 
to build one, But the course of human achievement is to minimize 
the importance of mere geography. I do not give a fig for islands. 


Regionalism? In east Asia, in 1969, this is Quatsch. There 
are only two potential "indigenous" leaders for such a regionalism -- 
China and Japan. Neither is welcomed. The attitude toward China 
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is dominantly one of respectful fear but lightened (perhaps es- 
pecially since the Great Cultural Revolution) by such derision 

as one dares indulge, The attitude toward Japan is one of dis- 
trust; a fear of economic exploitation reinforces a conviction 
that contemporary Japan will give no support to any country in 
trouble -- not defense support, not political support, not support 
of any kind (not even Biafran Relief). 


I set no considerable value on Indonesia's contribution to 
an east Asian regionalism to which Indonesia in fact adds almost 
nothing and which altogether is not of a character to survive 
one day without United States support. 


Preemption? I admit that I am more swayed by this image than 
by the others. We are admittedly unable to make Indonesia a source 
of strength, for our side, when its government is friendly to us 
But would not they -- the Chinese, the Russians -~ make great 
strength of the riches of the Indies? What oil, what rubber 
what minerals, what fertile lands, etc! etc! e 


Again a grain of truth and much illusion. The oil of the 
Indies might be a gain to the Chinese but not especially to the 
Russians. Chinese Communism has failed to lift decisively the 
economic level of its own 800 million people; why should its 
methods be more successful with another 115 million, among whom 
the association of any policy with Chinese sponsorship is a strong 
negative factor? Is it clear that the USSR would be strategically 
stronger in the 1970's with such a "foothold" in Indonesia as the 
Soekarno regime afforded? 


I am glad that neither the Chinese nor the Russians nor their 
Indonesian comrades rule today in Indonesia. But I am glad prima- 
rily for the Indonesians. Little for the rest of the world. Little 
for us. 


Christianity and Islam? My European speaker found here a 
valued possibility of reconciliation, He carries a special bur- 
den -- the burden of having lived for some years in North Africa, @ 
with what he judges to be an embittered, impacted, uncreative 
Arab nationalism. That quagmire he identifies with one Islam. 
And in Indonesia he is gladdened by finding another Islam, which 
he thinks has the stuff to turn out better. 


All this one can understand. But it has here made for poor 
historical understanding. And also for a false atribution of values 


The development of an advanced economy in Japan was not a re- 
conciliation of Christianity with Shintoism, The development of an 
advanced economy in Israel is not a reconciliation of Christianity 
with Judaism, The development of an advanced economy in Indonesia ~~ 
if it is achieved -~ will not be a reconciliation of Christianity 
with Islam. 


The validity of this notion of a "reconciliation" with Chris- 
tianity is not enhanced if the Indonesian search is broadened to 
include a democratic polity and a corresponding public morality. 
Should this end also be achieved, it will not be Christianity and 
Islam that will have been reconciled. 
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If one is rightly concerned for the future of Indonesians, 
it is the concern of one man for another, If one is obligated, 
it is the obligation of one born lucky for the less fortunate, 
of the rich for the poor, of the strong for the weak. 


But it is a waste of time to argue for long against those 
who find it necessary to support a decent concern by adducing 
unsound, pretendedly-realistic grounds of national advantage or 
private gain. 


5. Indonesia needs capitalism and democracy. 


Capitalism? Surely not a society in which the course of life 
is largely determined by the fortune of having been born into a 
family which owns substantial property. Surely also not a society -- 
like that of the United States -- in which the most prosperous fifth 
of all families have incomes averaging nine or ten times as great 

as the least prosperous fifth. But a society in which many in- 
dividuals, families and small groups of people do attempt -- law- 
fully and with social approval -- to maximize their individual in- 
comes by supplying scarce goods and services, by increasing their 
skills, by economizing, by innovating, by supplying the demands of 

a relatively impersonal market. (In this context, a Kibbutz too -~ 
ignoring it may be the ministrations of the Hamashbirs and Tnuvas 

of this world, buying and selling and producing by its own skill 

and initiative -- acts, though for the account of all its members, 
much as another capitalist entrepreneur would.) What Hongkong and 
Singapore have, Indonesia needs. Needs very badly. Needs so badly 
that Indonesian society may be disrupted in frustration at non- 
accomplishment for the lack of it. 


For all this, I hope that there may be many publicly-owned 
enterprises in Indonesia. A first fertilizer plant, in an agri- 
cultural country of 115 million people, may well be a public enter- 
prise. Similarly, a first cement plant. Similarly, natural mono- 
polies. Also cases where there is no sufficient private capital 
and entrepreneurship, Or where the external benefits of an enter- 
prise are large but cannot be recaptured in sales. e 


Democracy? Let us not be more hypocritical than is required 
by the external forms of courtesy. Indonesia today is not a de- 
mocracy but a mild-mannered military dictatorship, A dictatorship 
which permits its ministers to be criticized and made fun of in 
the public press. A dictatorship of the "Right" which permits 
public endorsement of every National Liberation Front, from the 
Provisional Government of South Vietnam to Al Fatah (see the 
Ampera Review, Djakarta, June 17, 1969), Not remotely so totali- 
tarian and repressive as the military dictatorship which now governs 
in Maoist China. Not, I think, so divorced in sympathies from its 
educated classes as is the Party dictatorship which governs in Mos- 
cow. But doubtfully more democratic than is today the Yugoslavia 
of Tito. Like the Titoist system in maintaining a show of repre- 
sentative institutions by exercising central selection over who may 
be chosen to represent. And like the Titoist in reserving (and 
using) an extraordinary right to arrest without normal legal pro- 
cess and to judge where judges are not free from the pressure of 
the executive. 
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Mild-mannered? To whom? Let us not share the vileness of 
the apologists for Havana and Hanoi. Kindness is not to be judged 
only by conduct toward those who share the basic outlook of the 
local holders of effective gunpower. From my safe distance of 
Washington, I had not understood how actively the anti-Communist 
pursuit still goes on in Indonesia, There are still searches and 
seizures and public trials. One is told that some tens of thou- 
sands are prisoner-survivors of the failed Communist coup of 
September-October 1965 and of the massacre which followed it. 

How many tens of thousands? What kind of people are they? 
What have they done? I do not know, 


I do not expect a democratic polity in Indonesia in the next 
years. Not a polity of personal liberties, defended by socially- 
respected law. Not one of freely formed groups and freely chosen 
representatives. 


After all, democratic government does require a profound 
social consensus. It does not require a conviction either (1 
that majorities are infallible or (2) that majorities have a e 
moral-political right to work their will -~ whatever that may 
be. But it does require a conviction that the majority which 
emerges from the electoral process will not inaugurate a socio- 
political system so bad or so immune from subsequent improvement 
that such a majority must not be allowed to take over the govern- 
ing power. A Sincere and clear-minded democrat will never -~ if 
he has capacity to prevent it -- allow even an elected Leninist 
or Nazi party to take over the control of government. A democrat 
owes Leninists and Nazis the indulgence of indifference only where 
he judges their potential to be inconsequential and the moral- 
political costs of suppressing them correspondingly not to be 
worth the candle. 








But, alas, the Indonesian case need not be quite one of the 
limits of democratic tolerance. True, in September-October 1965 
Indonesian Communists -- then leaning toward Maoism -- attempted 
to seize power, once and for all, True, Communism is still feared 
in Indonesia. But it is not clear -- quite apart from the Com- e@ 
munist coup which failed -- that all (or even most) of the present 
Indonesian leaders set any great value on democratic government 
They have little good experience, in their country, of what has 
gone by this name, They probably have no great respect for the 
past Indonesian party leaderships and little trust in their un- 
informed mass public. Perhaps, driven to candor, some of them 
would say, as more generally John Stuart Mill, that Indonesians 
today are so little prepared for representative institutions that, 
for them, there is no better form of government than "... implicit 
obedience to an Akbar or a Charlemagne, if they are so fortunate 
as to find one." 


Perhaps, for the whole 1970's, mere "implicit obedience” will 
not hold out. The moral-political problem may be harder than that 
True, opposition has no leadership. But, in civil war, deference 
has been dissipated. Runaway inflation has undermined many stabi- 
lities. There will be, in the 1970's, a generation of maturing 
Indonesians (in age class 18, for example , about as numerous as 
Americans) who will be dominantly somewhat literate. They look to 
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be not rice hungry but still -- by the standards of the great 
world -- very poor. For them, few advanced employments are in 

near prospect. How are they to be convinced that their national 
society -- not abounding in individual opportunity -- is as just 
and as efficient as the community's talents and resources permit? 
How are they to make their individual lives and also make a com- 
munity no more divided than most others? Stability of political 
institutions may here be a wish-fancy. There may be no achievable 
stable socio-political response to this tension of desire and ac- 
complishment. But, if a kind of moving stability is achievable 

it is my hunch that target is more likely to be reached by taking 
greater political risks than by calling for obedience, Risk-taking 
here means greater political activity and a wider, freer political 
participation than that provided by the Indonesia of 1969, This 
wager would run to more democracy. But I do not forecast. 


6. Is democratic Socialism, as an independent political move- 
ment, now clearly dying -- all over the world? 


Already a decade ago (Commentary, June-July 1960), I thought 
Socialism was probably on its way out in Europe. Now the end seems 
nearer -- and not only in Europe 


In east Asia, one thinks first of the large, vapid Socialist 
party of Japan. Nowhere else is there a Socialism of such num- 
bers. And how completely devoid it is of all ongoing moral, social 
and economic content! It reflects only a resentment, a disaffi- 
liation, and a foreign policy 


But one is more affected by the European experience and es- 
pecially by the profound moral-social failure of Socialism in 
Britain. In Germany, only a blind man could have failed to see 
even a decade ago, that -- as an independent political movement, 
and not merely a widely absorbed residue -- democratic Socialism 
was quite dead. (So dead indeed that its history may come to be 
written as an answer to a peculiar question: Did these dry bones 
ever live?) In Italy and France, the distinctly Socialist parties 
have been )-- for two decades -- marginal forces alongside a larger 
Communist party which reflects the secession of much of the pro~ 
letariat (and its elite) from the national polity; those Socialisms 
do not grow. In Scandinavia too ~~ where the social-equalitarian 
contribution of Socialism has been extensively absorbed by all 
parties -- the Socialisms of Norway and Denmark have now declined 
in electoral strength. The Socialism of Sweden -- economically 
successful, socially equalitarian, inward regarding and inter- 
nationally abstentionist -- is hardly a force in the world. Much 
less a force than the outgoing Socialism of Israel. Alas for the 
great Socialist tradition of Europe if we are now approaching a 
time when one will have to point to tiny Israel as the world's 
best example of such bits of democratic Socialism as a thought~ 
ful man might know and respect! 


It is the British failure which works most on our minds. 
The leadership of British Socialism has failed -- it would appear 
irretrievably -- to establish a community beween itself and the 
Labour following. This is not an economic failure. It is a 
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moral-social-political failure, of which economic non-accomplish- 
ment is a secondary consequence. British Socialism has failed to 
create a community of sympathies, outlook, culture and discourse 
It follows quite naturally that British nationalized industries 
are morally-socially-politically no better -- perhaps, on the 
average, worse -~ than private industries 





Where British Socialism has failed, Israeli Socialism has -~ 
in some degree -- succeeded. Yet I recall a significant experience 
A few months ago, I was arguing -- or rather sharing sorrow -- with 
a close Israeli friend, member of a Kibbutz, that British democratic 
Socialism should be such a phony. "No", he said to me, "Oscar, not 
British alone: all Socialism is phony". Did he mean that a con- 
siderable gap between leaders and others -- a separation in modes 
of life and thought -- is an inevitable characteristic of all so- 
cieties, an inevitability which Socialist doctrine tends to ob- 
fuscate? I must talk to him about this again, Soon 


7. The Japanese are not liked in the circles of government 
in Indonesia, 





Some part -- a small part, I think -- of this not being 
liked reflects a failure in Japanese diplomatic methods. ‘The 
Japanese are courteous but -- and this is particularly true where 
intergovernmental negotiations are concerned -~ dilatory, Where 
several governments are concerned, the Japanese are not uncom- 
monly last. The Japanese are prone, in bilateral talks, to in- 
dicate agreements "in principle" which may take a long, painful 
time to work out -- or be reversed -- in practice. I think the 
Japanese would gain by rethinking their diplomatic methods. They 
would gain if they could achieve the image of being more prepared 
clear, frank and forthcoming 


Another part -- again, I think, small -- of Japan's not being 
liked is the inevitable counterpart of its economic success. For 
seventeen or eighteen years now (since they passed prewar levels 
of output), the Japanese have sustained an economic expansion 
without equal in the experience of Europe or North America. ‘The 
Japanese have shown again that they are a very great people. This 
success comes with habits of working hard, economizing, organizing 
investigating, innovating, pushing -- habits which often cause 
offense in circles which do not share them. So much worse for 
the offended! 


But there is a deeper reason why the Japanese are disliked. 
That is, quite simply: The Japanese drive a very hard bargain and 
do so by mobilizing all their power, authority and influence. 








Does not everyone do the same? Yes and no. Not quite the 
same. The Indonesians feel that with the Japanese it is rather 
different. And worse. Let me give an example 


The Indonesians have recently been making a considerable 
number of deals with foreign investors in respect to extractive 
industries -- oil, copper, timber, nickel, bauxite, etc. Most 
of these deals have been concluded ~~ after announced competitions -- 
with Western companies, particularly American ones. The Japanese 
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have complained to the Indonesians, "You are giving concessions 
to Westerners, who will extract the minerals and then sell them 
to us, in Japan, Why not cut out the middle man?" To which the 
Indonesians reply, "We offered the deal openly. Your companies 
came, as an organized group, and offered us $1.00 per unit ex- 
tracted. The Americans came as three separate bidders. One of 
them -- who has great experience -- offered us $2.00 per unit 
extracted. We accepted his offer. Very probably, he will indeed 
sell some of the output to you. But, from that Sale, we will get 
$2.00 per unit instead of $1.00. Why should we not make the deal 
with him?" 


‘The Japanese are answered but not appeased. And particularly 
because few deals are as simple as my story. The Japanese return 
to the episode, complaining. One day the complaint has a private 
voice. The next day the same complaint is spoken by a Japanese 
government officer, 


The Japanese are not liked in Indonesian government circles. 
And the Japanese seem to be feared. Perhaps more feared than any 
other Power with whom daily intercourse takes place 


8. Alas for east Asian regionalism, its other great people -- 
the Chinese are objects of more deeply-rooted dislikes and 
fears than are the Japanese 





I do not know anything of substance of the Chinese in In- 
donesia. These things are hard to know, in differentiation and 
proportion, I have never met anybody -~ or read anybody -- who 
I thought really knew what has happened to the various communities 
and allegiances of Chinese in Indonesia since 1965, And of those 
few to whom I have spoken who knew something, I had no reason to 
believe they were speaking their full minds. 


Several Chinese and their friends have said that their po- 
sition in Indonesia is now better than in 1965-67, Better but 
not equal in standing to that of non-Chinese. I have no reason 
to question either the improvement or the persisting inequality 


I wish I knew whether the Chinese can become an entirely 
constructive force in Indonesia, They are rich in entrepreneur- 
ship, as in some other talents. There is no physical resource 
reason why Indonesia could not be a base for several Hongkongs. 
But the socio-political climate for such productivity as the 
Chinese have displayed in Hongkong does not exist in Indonesia. 
And may never be created. For this object, British benevolent 
colonialism may be a superior rule. 


9. It seems possible for a reasonable and well-informed person 
to have a modest optimism about Indonesian economic progress in 
the next years. But this progress will not reach so far as the 
provision of advanced employments to the millions of new entrants 
into the Indonesian labor force. And such economic achievement 
can, at best, have only a limited connection with social peace 
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Let us confront this question of social peace fa 
obscuring it with irrelevant economist's learning. 





on, not 


The United States has recently required about 37 years to 
double real output per capita. (GNP per capita is officially 
measured, in constant 1958 prices, as $1,671 in 1929 and $3,337 
in 1966.) If Indonesia were to average this same rate of economic 
advance, she would reach a per capita income roughly equal to that 
of contemporary Japan in about 150 years. This rate of economic 
progress, in the US, has been accompanied, at some times, by con- 
siderable social-political turbulence. But, during these 37 years 
the US has not experienced political revolution or civil war. And 
the American political order has now attained the quiescent posture 
of what I call the Second Administration of Calvin Coolidge. Would 
the same rate of economic advance suffice to maintain equal social 
peace in Indonesia? Would twice such a rate ~~ yielding a standard 
of living like that of contemporary Japan by around the year 2044 ~~ 
be a guarantee against bloody civil war? How about four times the 
US rate of advance? 





Thoughtfully considered, such questions answer themselves. * 
They are then seen to be badly-posed questions. No rate of economic 
advance guarantees social peace or even freedom from bloody civil 
war. Social peace is a moral-political achievement. Economic ad- 
vance matters to this achievement not by its speed but only in so 
far as such advance contributes to convincing the politically ef- 
fective forces in a society that their social-economic-political 
order deserves support, or should be moderately altered, or should 
be drastically transformed -- by civil war, if need be 


One need not share in that characteristic silliness of our 
time which consists in misunderstanding and overrating the con- 
sequences of economic accomplishments. 


We are told, by competent people, that Indonesia is much e 
less likely to be a country of hunger in the 1970's than in the 
recent past. Indeed she is likely to become -~ at least tem- 
porarily -- a country of rice surplus. Surplus in relation to 
customary consumption and the slow rise of buyers! incomes 
(In this, Indonesia is of course a participant in the revolution 
of -- at least temporary -- emancipation from brute hunger which 
is now affecting the whole of southeast Asia, from the Philippines 
through Pakistan.) The change involves an increase in Indonesian 
rice output by something of the general order of 50% from 1967 to 
1974*, during a period when population would rise by rather less 
than 20%. Basic are the new varieties of rice (as elsewhere also 
of wheat and corn) and the provision of the related supplies of 
seeds, fertilizers, irrigation water, facilities for storage and 


¥ 


The official Plan for 1973/74 calls for a gain of two-thirds 
over 1967. 
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milling, etc. etc. Many able people are working on these things. 

I do not pretend to a judgment separate from theirs. The optimists 
among them believe that, in Indonesia, already by 1972 a basic rice 
surplus will have emerged which, they believe, must bring about a 
downward revision of further food and fertilizer programs. The 
pessimists -- counting more largely on bad luck and the incompetence 
of governments -- believe that a surplus will not be confirmed until 
1974 or even 1975. In either case, this surplus will mean a re- 
dundancy of agricultural labor -- adding to the normal growth of 
the labor supply which will need non-farm employments. 


In respect to export earnings, I have a hunch that current 
official Indonesian estimates may well turn out to be too modest 
These estimates envision a rise of more than 50% from 1967 to 
1974 (from $605 million to $924 million, with oil treated net). 

My guess is that the rise may be much greater. I suspect that 
especially offshore oil and perhaps also onshore oil will do better 
than has been allowed for; perhaps other extractive industries will 
also make a larger contribution. If so (and if Indonesia's old 
debts have meanwhile been deferred), the country will have greater 
foreign exchange resources than are counted on in current published 
plans. But it will not have greatly more of advanced employment op- 
portunities. Modern extractive industries do not employ many people 
‘The whole US mining industry, which contributes about $6} billion 

to the US National Income (roughly equivalent to two-thirds of the 
whole National Income of Indonesia) employs only about 625,000 people 
A booming Indonesian extractive industry will be adding employment 
in the tens of thousands while the country's labor force is grow- 
ing in the millions. 


10. A foreigner concerned with economic matters in a poor 

country is likely to be involved primarily with enterprises 

of advanced technology, requiring large amounts of capital. 

Being so involved, he is separated from the activities in earn- 

ing their livings which necessarily engage the great majority 

of people in this society to which he is alien. And his native 
associates and counterparts, in so far as their concentration is 

the same as the foreigner's, are also looking away from the enter~ e 
prises in which their ordinary countrymen must spend their working 

days. 


When I was in Indonesia this time, I was concerned with 
a steel plant, a natural gas pipeline, and a fertilizer plant 
I spent some of my free time talking to petroleum people. With- 
out effort, I could gossip with colleagues and friends about a 
new cement plant, a copper exploration, or an electric power 
installation. The least heavily capitalized of these enter- 
prises involves an investment of something like $50,000 per 
worker. Offshore oil exploration is so extensively a thing 
of foreign supplies, foreign maintenance and foreign workers 
that it may spend something approaching $250,000,000 befo: 
directly employing 1,000 Indonesian workers! Some heavily 
capitalized enterprises are indeed keys to much else. An 
electric power plant may be. A fertilizer plant also, though 
perhaps involving an investment of $60,000,000, can earn large 
profits, at competitive international prices, and supply a ma- 
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terial valuable to millions of farmers. Still, such a $60,000,000 
enterprise -- however valuable -- need not employ 1000 people 
Most Indonesians in non-farm employment will have, for many years, 
to work in manufacturing, construction and service enterprises 
capitalized, at best, in the range of $2,000 per worker, not 
$60,000. ‘Their lives will not be shaped by advanced technology 


I do not suggest a productive path, for the foreigner, which 
leads away from his primary involvement with advanced technology 
and high capitalization. For him, I doubt that such a path com- 
monly exists. I am not making a covert apology for the Peace 
Corps: I think the Peace Corps a false path, I do not value un- 
skilled international missionaries of good will, whatever their 
personal sincerity. I think these -- like other missionaries -~ 
if they are stubbornly naive, and refuse to see how little they 
contribute, may persist in saving their own unperceptive souls 
but they rarely help the heathen, Mere people-to-people mass 
missions are twaddle. It is expensive and unproductive for un- 
skilled or semi-skilled Americans to go share their deficiencies 
of skill with alien cultures. In every country, mass elementary 
training must be done by those who are accepted as countrymen 
The foreigner can, of course, participate in training the train- 
ers. Sometimes he does that well, under special conditions 
abroad, But such advanced training is itself a specialized and 
expensive thing. Like other specialization, its working day only 
brushes against the life of the common man-- and even when it 
bends, for a moment, to show him, by manual example 


I did not come to know ordinary Indonesians better during 
these few weeks. The only ordinary folk I met were service 
people -- drivers, hotel workers, waiters. I do not expect 
to have greatly different experience another time. 


July 1969 Oscar Gass 
Washington, D.C. 
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IDENT SUHARTO NSTALLS_N: 


RESIDENT SUHARTO INSTALLS Se 





President Suharto announced the appointnent of the 
new ‘Development Cabinet’ Minisvers om Mhursiay evening 
Bene 6, comprising twenty-three Minisvens) ‘a of whom 
are Ministers without portfolios. 

inievenposition of the new Cabinet, anesdee 4 
intelectual, 5 religious scholars and / > ury officers, 
eroicaliy the Ministers can be divs a three 
ceoups, namely those who are; menbors of pokiti.caL 
parties/mai nose vions (8 Iiinisters), moubers of the 
parti Services (6 Ministers) and non-parwy ™ ahers 
(9 Ministers). 

The full composition of the ‘Development Cabinet! is 
as follows:~ 


Minister for Home Affairs, Lt.Gen, Basuki Rachmat. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hadji Aden Malik. 

Minteter for Jastice, Prof. Umar Benoadst 8.1. 

Minieter for Information, Air Vico Marche Budiardjo. 

Minister for Finance, Prof. Dr. Ali Wardhana. 

Minister for Trade, Proz. Dr. Sumitre Djojohadikusumo. 

Manieter for Agriculture, Prof.Dr. Tr. Thojob Wadiwidjada. 
* qndustries, Maj.-Gen. M. Jusut. 

for Mining, Prof. Ir. Sumantri 

foe Public Works & Hlectricity, 2% 

Migister for Communications, Drs. Frané Seda. 

Minteter for Education and Culture, Mushur- $.H. 

wereter for Health, Prof.Dr. G.A. Siwebansye 

Winister for Religious Affaire. K.H. olianad Dahlen. 

Minister for Manpower, Rear Admiral liursalin. 

Minister for social Affairs, Dr. A.H. Tambutsn- 

Minister for Transmigration/Go-operatives Lin.-Gen. Sarbini. 





































The five other State Ministers without portfolios 
are appointed to assist the President -n she co-ordination 
of Government activities which require special technical 
supervision and constant attention. These Ministers are:~ 


State Minister for Weonomic, Financial and Industrial 
Affaics, Sri Sultan Hamengku Buwono IX. 4 
State Minister for People's Weliare, YH. De. Idham Chalid. 
State Minister 12. charge of Perfecting & Purging State 
Apparetusesy H. Hersono Pjokroaminoto. 

State Minister 22 charge df Supervision of State Projects, 
Prof. Dr. Sunawar Surowati 5.4. 

“State Minister in chacre of Liaison between Government, 
Congress, Parliament & Supreme Advisory Council, 
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Development Cabinet 


(Announced 


6th June 1968 } 


Prime Minister, Defence and Security : General Suharto 


STATE MINISTERS in charge of : 


Economic, Financial and Industrial 
People's Welfare 


Perfecting and improving State 
Apparatus 


Supervising State Projects 
Relations between the Government, 


Congress, Parliament and Supreme 
Advisory Council 


Ministersof + 





a 
8. 
9 
10, 
i 


1%. 
18, 
19, 
20, 
21, 
22, 


Home Affairs 
Foreign Affairs 
Information 
Finance 

Trade 


Justice 
Health 
Communication 
Education 
Social Affairs 
Mining 
Industry 
Agriculture 
Religion 
Manpower 
‘Transmigration/Cooperatives 


1710 


: Sri Sultan Hamengkubuwono IX, 
: K,H, Dr, Idham Chalid, 


: H, Harsone Tjokroaminoto 
: Prof, Dr. Soenawar Soekowati, 


: H, Mintaredja 


+ Lieut, Gen, Basuki Rachmat 
Adam Malik 

: Air Vice Marshall Boediardjo 

: Prof, Ali Wardana 


: Prof, Dr, Sumitro Djojohadi 
Kusumo 


: Prof, Oemar Seno Adji SH. @ 
: Prof, Dr, GA, Siwabessy 
:DrFrans Seda 
: Mashuri S,H, 
: Dr, A,M, Tanbunan S,H, 
: Prof. Dr, Samantri Brodjonegor 
: Maj. Gen, M, Jusuf 
: Prof, Thojob Hadiwidjaja 
H, Moh, Dachlan 
: Vice Admiral Mursalin 
: Lt, Gen, Sarbini, 


